
W O R L D 'S � C L A S S I C S 

.. 

�� ...

f' 

DANIEL DEFOE 

ROBINSON CRUSOE 

- � \ 
" 

. 
I • ., 

' I • T' ,.a I <

,tf • 

t ... 

""'· -� -�



ROBINSON CRUSOE 

DANIEL D.EFO:E 

PUFFIN 



l'l '.IHN BOOKS 

l'nb:1,hcd l,r 1hc l'c11�;uir1 Group 

I 'c:1pt'11 ll<,ob I .ul, 60 S1:and, London WC:2R OHL, Engl;iod 

l'cn�,1;11 Grm:p (I :'-i:\_. , l11c, 375 I lu<l�l>n Sm:cl, ::-Jew \'mk, Ne"' York 10014, USA 

l'n·_:.;<:11, l�c;,>::, 1\u:·1: .1b I .1,I, :• )Jl c�r:11>1.:rwcll llu.i.d, Camlx:cwcll, Vic1oria 3121, AusmJia. 

l'c:1p,11: Bool.s C:1:1�,i:1 L:cl, \I> .\.!corn :\vrnuc, Tomnlll, Ontario, Can.II.la M4Y 382 

Pcn)!..11:t Book, l11du (l1, 1.ul, l I Cu111111u11:1) Centre, Panduhcd Park, New Dclbi- 110 017, India 

Pc·1,i;ui11 B, w ,1,s (:,;"I; Lid, C,:r Rrn�,hl<! ;ind ;\iil.1ornc Roa,h. AIL.my, /\uclJand, New 2calwd 

l'co_:.;i.:iu ll<>•>h �5<>,lli, I'. i, :c,1, f1'1v) L,d. 2� S1urJc:c .\vcni:c. llo�cbank 21-96, Souih Africa. 

�-''\\\'.penguin.com 

l-i1;1 pul,li,hcJ 1711)

l'ubli;lu:d in Puffin Bnuk:i 1986 

Thi:, :ilmcl,:.-.<l ..:d111ou fast pub!ishcd 19')5, 2004 

28 

nw. aimdg1;n1cn1, U)' Robin \1/atcrficld 

mppigl11 i) Puftin Bonk.�, 1986 

All 1;ghts reserved 

S,, in 12/15 Monophoto Plrn1i11 

l'1111tc,I 1n b�gland l,y .\llcl-ays of Chatham Lid 

l?..xccpr in ri11 l!ni1ed S1a11:s ol :\mcr:ca, 1t.i� bot>k is solri subject 10 rhc condition th.u it shall n<>I, by var of

1rulc or ,,.hcrwi�<. he km, re sold, hired , >lit, 1>1 1Kl11:cwisc circula1c:d without the publish<:c':s, prior consent in 

anr for:11 or lnnd1n½ <>� cuvc� 01i1�r dun th:u it: which i1 is pul>lishcd -..nd without a similar condition 

iJ1cl,1d111g 1his cornluion heini,: impo,cd on the ,uhscyui:nt pur-chucr 

Hr111,h l.1br.uy Cal2k>!,'ll'ng in Public�tion Data 

.\ ,-IP C,il.dCJ,!U<: H"<.:,,:·d fuc 1h1� l,ook is ,l\'ailal>lc Imm the British Libr.iry 

l�llN 0-\40-36722-5

_.,_ .. 



P U F F N CLl\551(5 

ROBINSON CRtJSOE 

-

DANIEL DEFOE (c. 1660-1.731), one of the most fo1nous 

writers in English literature, ,v;:ts born in London, the snn of 

James Foe, a butcher. Jt was Danid who cha.nged his name 

to De Foe or Defoe in about 1705. 

Po.fai.cs occupied quite a bit of I)cfoc';; carJier life. He 

was an opponent of King .James 11, and had �upported the

Duke of Monmouth in his short--livecl uprisjng in l6f!S. 

When the Glorious Revolu tion of 1688 was successful, and 

William III was on the throne, Defoe bec:unc one of his 

persona] friends. 

This led to his becoming employed, after failing 

miserably as a businessman, as a wr:iter for the government. 

At the same time, however, he pursued an independent line 

as a writer of pamphlets•- often sacirical - on various s, ,cial 

jssues. Although this landed him in prison in 1702, he was 

soon reinstated and, in 170<> formed part of the team sent 

to Scotland to negotiate the terms of union with England. 

ln 1706. a sailo.r named 1\l.exandcr Selkirk was rescued 

after having lived alone for tbrec ye�rs on a desert islan1 I in 

the Pacjfic. When Defoe turned to full. ti1ne writing, ti tis 
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epi�ode fired his imagination - and the result, in 1719
,. 

was 

the publication of Robinson Crasoe. The book has become so 

farnous thar ii- has lent its name to the whole genre of 

cast;r\-vay lireraLLHe, which are called by their French name of 

ro/Jiusonnades. J )efoe's particuhr strength is in meticulous 

dttail, giving the re:ider the in1pression tbat he is not reading 

fiction but an historical rep on. 

Sevc:ral other adventure stories followed
,. 

including 

l'vlo/1 Flanders (l 722), and other works, of which the most 

fa.mous is _ ... :J .fou-nwl of !he Plagut Year (also 1722). ln all, 

inciuding pamphlers, Defoe authored over 250 works. 

Defoe has often been compared to Jonathan Swift, the 

autho1 of Ci.t!liver's lravd.:;. Swift, however, compJained of 

DefDe's occasional moral tone and seriousness. Puffin agree 

with Swift, and therefore this abridged edition concentrat� 

on the essential storyline of the book 

Sol)Jc otho· P1iflin Cla.ssfr.r to uj:qy 

THI: 1\DVl·:l'(Tl;HES Of RO.BIN HOOD 

Tl·IL J-Irn IND l >F THE BAS f.::ERVILLES 

jtlST So STORIES 

LnTLE MEN 

Tl IE S\�'i5S f,\.l\'ULY ROBINSON 

T·\l.!·s OF ANCIENT EGYPT 



1 

I was born in the year 1632 in the city of York, of 
a good family, though not of that country, my 
father being a foreigner of Bremen who settled 
first at Hull. He got a good estate by merchandise, 
and leaving off his trade lived.afterward at �{ ork.
from whence he had married rny n1.othcr, vvhosc 
relations were named Robinson, a very gooc 
family in that country, and frorn vvhom I wa� 
called Robinson Kreutznaer; but by the usua 1

corruption of words in England, we arc nOVI'"

called, nay, we call ourselves and vvrite our name. 

Crusoe, and so my companions ahvays called ime. 
Being the third son of the farnily and not brec. 

to any trade, my head began to be filled very earl3 · 
with rambling thoughts. I vvould be satisfied witL 
nothing but going to sea, and rny inclina1 ion re, 
this led me so strongly against the ·will, nay, thf· 
commands of my father, and against all the en

treaties and persuasions of rny 1110th er and other 

friends, that there seemed to be son1e1hing fcrtal iri. 
that propension of nature tending directly to thc

life of misery which v,;as to befall n1e. 

My father, · a wise and grave rnan, ga v-c mf'. 
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serious and excellent counsel against what he fore

saw ,vas my design. He called me one mornjng 

into his cha1nber, and expostulated very warmly 

with me upon this subject. He asked me what 

reasons more than a n1ere wandering inclination I 

had for leaving n1y father,s house and my native 

country, where I had a prospect of raising my 

fortune by �ipp1ication and industry. He told me it 

was n1en of desperate fortunes on the one hand, or 

of aspiring, superior fortune on the other, who 

went abroad upon adventures; that these things 

were all either too far above me, or too far below 

me; that mine was the middle state, which he had 

found by long experience was the best state in the 

world. He bid me observe it, and I should always 

find ,, that the cala1nities of life were shared among 

the upper and lower part of mankind; but that the 

middle station had the fewest disasters, and was 

not exposed to so n1any vicissitudes as the higher 

or lc,wer part of mankind. 

After this, he pressed me earnestly, and in the 

most affectionate manner, not to play the young 

man, not to precipitate rnyself into miseries which 

nature and the station of life I was born in seemed 

to have provided against; that I was under no 

necessity of seeking n1y bread; that he would do 

well for me and endeavour to enter me fairly into 

the station of life which he had been just recom

mending to 111.e; and that if I was not very easy 

and happy in the vi'orlcL it could only be my own 

fate or fa ult that n1ust hinder it, and that he 
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should have nothing to ans\lver for, having thus 
discharged his duty in warning me against 1ncas
ures which he knew would be to my hurt: in a 
word, that as he would do very kind things for me 
if I would stay and settle at home as he directed, 
so he would not have so much hand in my misfor
tunes as to give me anY · encouragement to go 
away; and though he said he would not cease to 
pray for me, yet he would venture to say to me, 
that if I did take this foolish step, God vvould not 
bless me, and I would have leisure hereafter to 
reflect upon having neglected his counsel when 
there might be none to assist in my recovery. 

I was sincerely affected vvith this discourse, and 
I resolved not to think of going abroad any n1ore, 
but to settle at home according to 1ny father's 
desire& But alas! A few days wore it all off; a1id in 
short, to prevent any more of my father's irnpor
tunities, in a few weeks after, I resolved t,o :run 
quite away from him. 

It was not till almost a year after this that I 
broke loose, though in the 1neantin�e I continued 
obstinately deaf to all proposals of settling to 
business, and frequently expostulating w_ith my 
father and mother, about their being so positively 
determined against what they knew 1rty inc:hna
tions prompted me to. But being one day at I-lull, 
where I went casually, and without any purpose 
of making an elopement that time; but I :)ay, 
being there, an� one of my co1npanions being 
going by sea to London in his father's ship, and 
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prompting rne to go with them, I consulted neither

father or n1other any more, nor so much as sent 

then1 \Vord of it; but leaving them. to hear of it as 

they might, VJithont asking God's blessing, or my 

father's, V✓it:hout any consideration of circum

stances or consequences, and in an ill hour, God 

kno,vs, on the first of September 1651 I went on 

board a ship bound for London. Never any young 

adventurer's 1nisfortunes, I believe, began sooner, 

or continued longer, than mine. The sbjp was no 

sooner gotten out of the Humber, but the wind 

began to blow and the waves· to rise in a most 

frightful manner; and as I had never been at sea 

before, I was most inexpressibly sick in body and 

terrified in n1y n1ind. I began now seriously to 

reflect upon ·what I had done, and how justly I 

was overtaken by the judgement of Heaven for my 

wicked leaving my father's house, and abandoning 

my duty; all the good counsel of my parents, my 

father's tears and my mother's entreaties, came 

no·w fresh into n1.y mind; and my conscience re

proached me with the contempt of advice, and the 

breach of 1ny duty to God and my father. 

J\.11 this vvhile the storm increased, and the sea, 

which I had never been upon before, went very 

high) though nothing like what I have seen many 

rim.es since; no, nor like what I saw a few days 

after: but it vvas enough to affect me then, who 

wa:; but a young sailor, and had never known 

anything of the rnatter. I expected every wave 

wn,11d have S\vallcrwr_d us up, an.cl; that every time 
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the shjp fell down, as 1 thought, in the trough or 

hoJlow of the sea, we should never rise 1norc; and 

in this agony of mind I made 1nany vo1.vs and 
resolutions, that if it vvould p]ease God here to 

spare my life this one voyage, if ever I got my foot 

upon dry land again, I would go directly ho1.ne to 

my father, and never set it into a ship again while 

I Jived; that I would take thjs advice, and never 
run myself into such miseries as these any rnore. 
Now I saw plainly the goodness of his observations 
about the. middle station of life, huvv easy, how 

comfortably he had lived all his days, and never 

had been exposed to tempests at sea or troubles 

on shore; and I resolved that I would, 1 ike H true 
repenting prodigal, go home to my fa thee 

These wise and sober thoughts continued. all 
the while the storm continued, and indeed some 
time after; but the next day the vvjnd vvas abated 
and the sea calmer; towards night the weather 
cleared up, the wind was quite over, and a charm
ing fine evening fol1owed; the sun vvent down 
perfectly .clear and rose so the next .tnorning_; and 
having little or no wind and a smooth sea, the sun 

shining upon it, the sight was, .a�, I thought, the 
most delightful that ever I saw. 

I had slept well in the night, and vvas novv no 

more seasick but very cheerful, looking ,vith 

wonder upon the sea that ··was so rough and terrible 
the day before, and could be so c.ahn and so 

pleasant in so little time after. And now, le:) t my 

good :r.esolutions should continue, 1ny co1np.anion, 
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the ship, who I had so happily delivered, and by 
the same means saved the ship and cargo, having 
given a very handso1ne account to the owners of 
the manner how I had saved the lives of the men, 
and the ship, they invited me to meet them ahd 
some other merchants concerned, and altogether 
made 1ne a very handsome compliment upon the 
subject, and a present of altnost two hundred 
pounds sterling. 

But after making several reflections upon the

circumstances of my life, and how little way this 
would go towards settling me in the world, I 
resolved to go to Lisbon, and see if I might not 
come by some information of the state of my 
plantation in the Brasils, and of what was become 
of my partner, who I had reason to suppose had 
some years now given me over for dead. 

With this view I took shipping for Lisbon, 
where I arrived in April following; my man Friday 
accornpanying me very honestly in all these ram
blings, and proving a most faithful servant upon 
all occasions. 

\Vhen I came to Lisbon I found out by inquiry, 
and to my particular satisfaction, my old friend 
the captain of the ship, who first took me up at 
sea, off the shore of Africa. He was now grown 
old, and had left off the sea, having put his son, 
who was far from a young man, into his ship, and 
who still used the Brasil trade. The old man did 
not know me, and indeed, I hardly knew him; but 
I soon brought him to my remembrance, and as 
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soon brought myself to his remembrance, when I 

told him whol was. 

After some passionate expressions of the old 

acquaintance, I inquired, you may be sure, after 

my plantation and my partner. The old man told 

me he had not been in the Brasils for about nine 

years; but that he could assure me, that when he 

came away my partner was living, but the trustees, 

who I had joined with him to take cognizance of 

my part, were both d�ad; that, however, he be

lieved that I would have a very good account of 

the improvement of the plantation; for that upon 

the general belief of my . being cast away and 

drowned, my trustees had given in the account of 

the produce of my part of the plantation, to the 

procurator fiscal, who had appropriated it, in case 

I never came to claim it; one third to the king, 

and two thirds to the monastery of St Augustine, 

to be expended for the benefit of the poor, and for 

the conversion of the Indians to the Catholic faith; 

but that if I appeared, or anyone for me, to claim 

the inheritance, it should be restored; only that 

the improvement, or annual production, being 

distributed to charitable uses, could not be re

stored; but he assured me, that the steward of the 

king's revenue (from lands) and the steward of the 

monastery, had taken great care all along, that the 

incumbent, that is to say my partner, gave every 

year a faithful account of the pr_oduce, of which 

they received duly my portion. 

I remained in Lisbon to settle my affairs. Within 
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seven n1onths, I received what I was owed from 
the survivors of the trustees; the merchants for 
whose account I had gone to sea. 

I was now master, all on a sudden, of above 
£5,000 sterling in money, and had an estate, as I 
1night well call it, in the Brasils, of above a thou
sand pound·s a year, as sure as an estate of lands in 
England: and in a word, I was in a condition 
which I scarce knew how to understand, or how 
to compose myself for the enjoyment of it. 

My interest in the Brasils seemed to summon 
me thither; but now I could not tell how to think 
of going ·thither, till I had settled my affairs, and 
left my effects in some safe hands behind me. At 
first I thought of my old friend the widow, who I 
knew was honest and would be just to me, but 
then she was in years, and but poor, and, for 
ought I kne\v, might be in ·debt; so that in a word, 
I had no way but to go back to England myself, 
and take my effects with me. 

I arrived in London in January of the next year 
and began to think of leaving my effects with the 
good widow, and setting out for Lisbon, and so to 
the Brasils. However, my true friend, the widow, 
earnestly dissuaded me from it, and so far pre
vailed with me, that I sold my estate in the Brasils 
for £20,000, and for almost seven years she pre
vented m.y running abroad; during which time I 
took my two nephews, the children of one of my 
brothers, into my c2re. The eldest having some
thing of his own, I bred up as a gentleman, and 
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gave him a settlement of some addition to his 
estate, after my decease; the other I put out to a 
captain of a ship; and after five years, finding him 
a sensible, bold, enterprising young fellow, I put 
him into a good ship, and sent him to sea: and this 
young fell ow afterwards drew me in, as old as I 
was, to farther adventures myself. 

In the meantime I in part settled myself here; 
for first of all I married, and that not either to my 
disadvantage or dissatisfaction, and had three chil
dren, two sons and one daughter: but my wife 
dying, and my nephew coming home with goocl 
success from a voyage to Spain, my inclination to 
go abroad, and his importunity, prevailed and 
engaged me to go in his ship, as a-private trader to 
the East Indies. This was in the year 1694. 

In this voyage I visited my new colony in the 
island, saw my successors the Spaniards, had the 
whole story of their lives, and of the villains I left 
there; how at first they insulted the poor Span
iards, how they afterwards agreed, disagreed, 
united, separated, and how at last the Spaniards 
were obliged to use violence with them, how they 
were subjected to the Spaniards, how honestly the 
Spaniards used them; a history, if it were entered 
into, as full of variety and wonderful accidents as 
my own parq particularly also as to their battles 
with the Caribbeans, who landed several times 
upon the island, and as to the i�provement they 
made upon the island itself, and how five of them 
made an attempt upon the mainland, and brought 
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away eleven men and five women prisoners, by 
which, at my coming, I found about twenty young 
children on the island. 

Here I stayed about twenty days, left them 
supplies of all necessary things, and particularly 

of arms, powder, shot, clothes, tools, and two 
workmen,· which I brought from England with 
me, a carpenter and a smith. 

Besides this, I shared the island into parts with 
them, reserved .to myself the property of the 
whole, but gave them such parts respectively as 
they agreed on; ·and having settled all things with · 
them, and engaged them not to leave the place, I 
left them there. 

From thence I touched at the Brasils, from 
whence I sent a bark, which I bought there, with 
more people to the island, and in it, besides other 
supplies, I sent seven women, being such as I 
found proper for service, or for wives to such as 
would take them. As to the Englishmen, I prom
ised them to send them some women from Eng
land, with a good cargo of necessaries, if they 
would apply themselves to planting, which I after
wards performed. And the fellows proved very 
honest and diligent after they were mastered and 
had their properties set apart for them. I sent 
them also from the Brasils five cows, three of 

them being big with calf, some sheep, and some 
hogs, which, when I came again, were consider
ably increased. 

But all these things, with an account how three 
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KIDNAPPED 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

Young David Balfour came to the sinister House of 

Shaws to claim his inheritance. Instead, he found 

himself kidnapped. With the help of daring rebel 

Alan Breck, David escapes, only to get mixed up in a 

desperate adventure - suspected of murder himself, 

and hunted across the Scottish moors: 

TREASURE ISLAND 

Robert Louis Stevenson 

When Jim Hawkins picks up an oilskin packet 

from Captain Flint's sea chest, he has no idea that 

here lies the key to untold wealth - a treasure map! 

He sails on the H'ispaniola as cabin boy, along with 

the awesome Long John Silver and the rest of the 

shifty crew, embarking on an extraordinary and 

dangerous quest to find buried treasure ... 
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THE LOST WORLD 

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 

To prove himself to the woman he wants to marry, 
journalist Ed Malone asks to be sent on a mission 
with adventure and danger. And so, sent to interview 
a cranky old professor, he feels very hard done by. 
But Professor Challenger leads him to a hidden 
plateau in South America where they discover a 
dangerous prehistoric world that makes both men 
fear for their life . . . 

THE COUNT OF MONTE CRISTO 

Alexandre Durnas 

Young Edmond Dantes has everything to look 
forward to - he is soon to be captain of his own ship 
and to marry his beloved Mercedes_. But his future 
is cruelly blighted when spiteful enemies provoke 
his wrongful arrest and he is condemned to lifelong 
imprisonment. Dantes' fate seems sealed. How can 
he avenge his accusers and reverse his fortune? 
The answer lies hidden on the Island of Monte 
Cristo ... 
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KING ARTHUR AND HIS KNIGHTS 

OF THE ROUND TABLE 

Roger Lancelyn Green 

The immortal tales of King Arthur are full of 

mystery and wonder. From the magical moment 

when Arthur releases the Sword in the Stone, to the 

quest for the Holy Grail and the final tragedy of the 

Last Battle, this spellbinding retelling brings alive 

the enchanting world of Camelot. 

THE ADVENTURES OF ROBIN Hoon 

Roger Lancelyn Green 

It's twelfth-century England and the poor people of 

the country are being brutally oppressed by the 

cruel power of Prince John and the Sheriff of 

Nottingham. But the people have a champion -

Robin Hood. Robin lives as an outlaw with his 

Merry Men in the vast Sherwood Forest, emerging 

time and again to daringly outwit his enemies. 
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Daniel Defoe was born in 1660. He studied politics 
for a short time. Then he became a writer for the 

government. At the same time, however, he persued 
an independent line as a writer by pamphtes on 
various social issues. This job landed him in prison 

in 1702. when he was released from prison he 
started writting stories. 
He has 250 works which are well known around the 

world. Some people believe that he is the second. 
Touathan swift. Thise comparison is guite right. 
Because these two writers has the same ideas and 
philosophy in writing. D. Defoe died in 1731. But 
his works will remain forever. 
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